
 

CANOPYSTYLE VERIFICATION AUDIT  
ADVICE NOTE ON ANCIENT AND ENDANGERED FOREST SOURCING 

Context: 
The CanopyStyle Verification Audit  evaluates the practices of viscose producers and 1

determines the risk of sourcing from Ancient and Endangered Forests and other controversial 
sources.  This is done by assessing sourcing regions using ForestMapper, by identifying if and 
when sourcing does intersect with at least one of the many ecological components of the 
Ancient and Endangered Forests data layer. Forest Mapper is the first iteration of a mapping 
tool that incorporates geospatial data from scientific experts to help identify areas of potential 
sourcing risk. It is designed to be a first point of information and is supported by more than 
100 companies and prominent scientists. It can be found at https://canopyplanet.org/tools/
forestmapper/  

To assist MMCF (viscose, rayon, etc) producers as they complete the verification audit and 
transition to more sustainable fibre supply chains, CanopyStyle has prioritized and focused on 
areas of Ancient and Endangered Forests highlighted within the over 200 brand, retailer and 
producer CanopyStyle policies, which refer to the following specific priority Ancient and 
Endangered Forest landscapes:   

• Canadian and Russian Boreal Forests;  

• Coastal Temperate Rainforests;  

• Tropical Forests and Peatlands of Indonesia; 

• Tropical Forests of the Amazon; 

• Tropical Forests of West Africa. 

The objective of this prioritization is to focus producers’ energy and resources where they are 
most urgently required to safeguard the last large remaining tracts of Ancient and Endangered 
Forests. In order to capture remaining forests with the highest ecological value, the 
CanopyStyle initiative has also identified Ancient and Endangered Forests that intersect with 
Intact Forest Landscapes as additional priority areas.  

This prioritization and analysis has been translated into a Dissolving Pulp Mill Classification, 
created by Canopy and supported by the CanopyStyle Leaders for Forest Conservation  as well 2

as brands, retailers and designers looking to implement their sourcing policies for man-made 
cellulosic textiles.  This will be used by auditors to inform their initial assessment within the 
CanopyStyle auditing process. The Dissolving Pulp Mill Classification is a dynamic tool that will 
be updated on a regular basis as new verified information becomes available. It will be shared 
with viscose producers.  
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Effective Date: June 1st 2019 

Application: Moving forward, all audits that are conducted, including audits currently 
underway, shall be evaluated using this Advice Notice and supporting documents. 

Supporting Information: The methodology and classification are founded using the following 
types of information:  

• Published CanopyStyle audits where dissolving pulp mill sourcing practices have 
already been verified either through a desktop assessment or a site visit; 

• Risk is identified due to a mill’s sourcing taking place in immediate proximity to, or 
intersecting with, priority Ancient and Endangered Forest landscapes specified within 
CanopyStyle policies; 

• Industry average economic hauling radii and an intersect of mill location with areas of 
Intact Forest Landscapes (IFL), a core element defining Ancient and Endangered forests 
and a dataset used within ForestMapper; 

• Close geographic proximity to countries or regions that have a high risk of deforestation 
based on publicly available information; 

• Whether the forest of origin, or forest sourcing region, is known and disclosed; 

• Information gaps related to sourcing beyond economic hauling radii of dissolving pulp 
mills; 

• If sourcing from a high-risk area is confirmed, accounting for where a company is: 

o Engaged with Canopy and/or independent local communities/stakeholders to 
undergo science-based, landscape conservation planning; 

o Implementing a time-bounded action plan to address and mitigate risk identified, 
and;  

o Validation of conservation and transformational practices as an outcome of these 
engagements and action plans. 

	https://canopyplanet.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/CanopyStyle-Audit-Guidelines-and-Framework-2019-version.pdf1

 Current members of this group are H&M, M&S, Inditex/Zara, EILEEN FISHER, Stella McCartney and Canopy2
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