IT'S ONE OF THE
LAST VAST INTACT
FORESTS ON THE
PLANET...

%5 Of the ten largest intact forests landscapes remaining

in the world, EIGHT are in Canada'’s Boreal Forest.'

Canada'’s Boreal Forest houses more than 25
percent of the world’s remaining intact forests.?

The southernmost part of Canada’s Boreal Forest
has been heavily affected by industrial activity 3
less than 15 percent of it remains intact.

IT'S OUR SHIELD
AGAINST CLIMATE
CHANGE

The world’s Boreal is the largest terrestrial carbon
storehouse on the planet, containing twice as
much carbon per unit area as tropical forests and
storing 22 percent of the carbon in the world’s
terrestrial ecosystems.*

More than 201 billion tonnes of carbon are stored
in the trees, soils, water and peat of Canada’s
Boreal Forest — equivalent to 26-years worth of the
worlds emissions from fossil fuel burning.®

IT'S THE LARGEST
FRESHWATER
RESERVOIR

IN THE WORLD

The lakes of Canada’s Boreal Forest contain
80 percent of the world’s unfrozen freshwater.®

30 percent of Canada’s Boreal Forest is covered by
wetlands, an estimated 1.5 million lakes and some
of the country’s largest river systems.”

IT'S WORTH MORE
UNTOUCHED AND
ENJOYED

%% Canada’s Boreal Forest actually saves us money

by providing services such as carbon storage and
water filtration. The total dollar value of these
naturally occurring services is 13.8 times greater
than the value of extracted resources such as
minerals and timber.?

Recreation-related activities, such as ecotourism,
hiking and birding in the Boreal, contribute more
than $4 billion to the economy every year.?

IT'S HOME TO
THOUSANDS OF
SPECIES, SOME
ENDANGERED

Woodland Caribou have already been forced from
50 percent of their historic range (territory) within
Canada. Highly sensitive to timber harvest activi-
ties, woodland caribou have retreated steadily in
the face of the northward expansion of forestry in
Canada'’s Boreal Forest."

Now more than two thirds of the designated
boreal woodland caribou herds in Canada have a
50 percent chance or less of surviving the next 100
years — habitat loss is identified as a key driver.™

More than 30 percent of North America’s bird
population relies on Canada’s Boreal Forest for
breeding."
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